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Anzil Kulsen

Anzil is from the Northern Cape where she is uplifting
communities with literacy skills, co-ordinating reading- and
creative writing projects. She served as a trustee for
Biblionef SA from 2014 until March 2025, currently serves
on the board of directors for the Afrikaanse
Onderwysnetwerk (AON), manage projects for the
Afrikaanse Taal en Kultuurvereniging (ATKV) and she is
the author of 13 books in several genres for children, youth
and adult readers. She writes short stories and columns for
magazines and some of her short stories are used as
prescribed work in schools. She holds a BA Honours
degree in Afrikaans Literature and has an advanced
diploma in project management.




Nomawele Njongo

Nomawele Njongo is an internationally recognised South
African author, curator, and publisher advancing African
literature and education through KwaziThina Publishers.
She is the founder of the Funda Mpondo International
Literary Festival and is a former member of the Guinean
Scientific Team. She serves on the National Arts Council
Advisory Panel for Literature (2025-2028). She was an
invited guest speaker at the Library and Information
Association of South Africa (LIASA) Conference (2025),
and she has been a speaker and panellist at numerous
events, including the International Symposium on Human
Rights in Morocco (2023). She represented South Africa at
the Turin International Book Fair (Italy, 2023). Her
accolades include being awarded as a Royal
Commonwealth Essay Competition (2025) Valued Judge,
winning the Voice of Heritage Award (2024), and being
recognised as a Brand South Africa Play Your Part
Ambassador (2023). She also participated in the BRICS
Women Innovation Contest (2022).




Shafinaaz Hassim

SHAFINAAZ HASSIM is an award-winning South African
author, curator and sociologist. Her list of eighteen
publications span a wide range of genres. She was listed
by UNESCO as one of the top 39 writers in Africa under
the age of 40. Her winning contribution, ‘The Pink Oysters’
was published by Bloomsbury UK in the Africa39 anthology

edited by Ela Wakatama-Alfrey. Hassim's acclaimed |
novels include 'SoPhia' (2012), ‘The Economics of Love
and Happiness’ (2019) and 'Darlings of Durban' (2024).
She is also the author of the five-book Nisa Qamar series
for young adults, which shortlisted for the prestigious
Sanlam Prize for Youth Literature 2019. The series has
been commended by the Gauteng Education Department | |
for use in schools and libraries. Hassim presents a popular

book review show called BookBytes. She is also the | !

Curator of the Time of the Writer Festival now in its 29th
year, hosted by the Centre for Creative Arts at UKZN, and
held annually in the UNESCO City of Literature, Durban,
South Africa

Mlamuli Mbambo

Mlamuli Mbambo is the bestselling author of: Winning The
Money Game — A Guide to Financial Well-Being. As a
Brand South Africa Play Your Part Ambassador, he
advocates for a financially literate and inclusive Africa.
Mlamuli is a recipient of Mail & Guardian Top 200 Young
South Africans, Best Author in Emerge Africa Awards,
Inside Education Top 100 South African Shining Stars and
Junior Chamber International (JCI) Ten Outstanding
Young Persons of South Africa for his contributions to
literature and financial education.




Elitha van der Sandt

She is currently leading a team of experts for the UNESCO
Mapping of the Book and Publishing Sector in Africa. As
the former CEO of the South African Book Development
Council (SABDC), Elitha spearheaded industry
interventions, established national campaigns like National
Book Week and the South African Book Fair. She
successfully led sectoral initiatives from 2002 -2021,
including the Annual Industry Profile Study, Factors
Influencing the Cost of Books in South Africa and the first
national book reading survey in South Africa. In 2020, she
led the Pan African Book Fair Collaboration between South
Africa, Nigeria. Kenya and Ghana with the aim of
establishing stronger regional ties and starting an export
programme on the continent. She served in international
bilateral agreements and was a Joint Committee Member
of the SA/Swedish Cultural Partnership Programme 2004
— 2010, amongst others. She served as the Festival
Director of the Franschhoek Literary Festival from 2022-
2024 to manage the revival of the festival post-pandemic




Refilwe Modiselle

Refilwe Modiselle is a pioneering South African, award-
winningactress, TV & radio host, model, inspirational/TEDx
speaker, & team-building coach. She is a multifaceted
visionary with experience ranging from corporate, media,
& entertainment.She is widely recognised as the country’s
first successful working model with albinism. She wears
many hats that have awarded her accomplishments in the
various roles she now plays & has made her a key industry
player, & national treasure. As a social change advocate,
her passion in changing the narrative of how people with
albinism are seen, has aligned her with organisations such
as the UN, AU, Human Rights Commission, Amnesty,
International Peace Corps & The Salif Keita Foundation.
She has starred in international bodies of work, hosted
award-winning shows, & advocates passionately for
people with albinism through storytelling & empowerment.
“Zizi’'s World: Through Her Vanilla Eyes”, marks her debut
as a children’s book author with a “first of its kind” book, for
children’s education, drawing from her journey, to
celebrate diversity, identity, belonging & inclusivity. The
book gently tackles common misconceptions and myths
about albinism, especially within African communities,
however can also be considered a tool for education
globally.




Thabiso Mahlape

Thabiso Mahlape is one of South Africa's influential
literary figures- a publisher, curator, and advocate
reshaping the national imagination. As the founder of
Blackbird, the first imprint dedicated to amplifying
black voices in post-apartheid South Africa. Her work
challenges entrenched publishing hierarchies and insists
on the visibility of African narratives in their full
complexity. Recognized among the Mail & Guardian Top
200 Young South Africans and OkayAfrica’s Top 100
Women, Mahlape’s leadership continues to redefine
inclusion and excellence in literature.

Martelize Faber

Martelize Faber lives on a farm in the Jacobsdal district
with her family. After completing her Master’s degree in
Education at the University of the Free State (2019),
she was inspired by her husband’s simple yet powerful
words — “Just write” — to begin her career as an author.
Her debut picture book, “Daar’s ‘n Towerponie in my
bed” (There’s a Unicorn in my bed (LAPA, March 2023),
was a Tienie Holloway Medal finalist. She also wrote
“Op die Blaarboot” for Qualibooks Publishing, that was
translated into most of South Africa’s official languages




Siphesihle Shabalala

Siphesihle Shabalala is an Author, Activist, and aspiring
Academic. Thus far, he has written four books: Well of
Wisdom, A Search for my Afrika, A Conversation with God
and A conversation with God

and has recently launched his own publishing company.
He takes an interest in the importance of literature as a tool
for self-actualization that needs to be preserved in both
informal and formal institutions.

As such, he is active in both academic and self-publishing
activities.

Danile Mohlamme

Danile Mohlamme is an accomplished South African
author, publisher, and cultural practitioner with more than
two decades of experience in the literary and creative
industries. She has written several books, including
Zizakuphela Zamagedlana, The Test of Time. She has
also served as an adjudicator in national arts and media
platforms, contributing her expertise to the development of
emerging talent.




Vonani Bila

Vonani Bila is a poet, essayist, cultural activist, founding
editor of the poetry journal "Timbila', publisher of Timbila
Books,curator of the Vhembe International Poetry Festival,
and founder of Timbila Writers' Village, a rural retreat
centre for writers.He has been instrumental in promoting
marginalised poets and has become an iconic figure
among the poets of hisgeneration in South Africa. His
poetry continues the tradition of South African resistance

poetry of the 1970s and 1980s,blended with postmodernist %

experiments. He is the author of eight storybooks in
English, Sepedi and Xitsonga for newly literate adult
readers; two children's books; co-compiler of a Xitsonga
monolingual dictionary and a bilingual.

Khathu Ndou

Immanuel “Khathu” Ndou began his media journey as a
radio presenter at Wits Technikon. From starring in Venda
television to writing, directing, and acting in powerful short
films addressing social issues. His creative spirit knows no
bounds.

His voice truly found its mark through his impactful blog,
Memoirs of a Female Hustler, which led him to become a
bestselling author. His debut novel, MULALO The
Politician, self-published in 2018, received overwhelming
praise, paving the way for its sequel, MULALO The First
Lady, which pre-sold over 1,000 copies nationwide. With
his trilogy now complete, Khathu’s storytelling—rooted in
his own life lessons—resonates deeply, inspiring and
transforming readers.

His latest release, Healing Out Loud, bravely tackles the
silence surrounding trauma and the power of healing in
African families. He is a dynamic motivational speaker
committed to shaping a better future.




